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The peaceful settlement of international disputes is one of the foundational
principles of the contemporary international legal order. The Charter of the United
Nations requires states to settle their disputes by peaceful means and expressly
refers to negotiation, mediation, conciliation, arbitration, and judicial settlement
among such means [1]. At the same time, the mere existence of a negotiation
process does not in itself demonstrate that a party to the conflict genuinely seeks
peace. International law proceeds not only from the permissibility of negotiations
but also from the requirement of good faith: under the Vienna Convention on the
Law of Treaties, every treaty in force is binding upon the parties and must be
performed by them in good faith [2]. The doctrine of good faith views the conduct of
states as a gradual process grounded in mutual trust. For that reason, the question
is especially significant whether negotiations may be used not to end a war, but to
prolong it, regroup forces, impose a settlement framework advantageous to the
aggressor, and shift responsibility for the failure of dialogue onto the other side. The
practice of the Russian Federation is particularly illustrative in this respect, as at
different times it combined military pressure with diplomatic initiatives in its wars
against the Chechen Republic of Ichkeria, Georgia, and Ukraine.

The scholarly literature increasingly emphasizes that wartime negotiations
should not be romanticized as an automatic path to peace. M. E. Zavala Achurra
stresses that what matters is not simply the fact that negotiations take place, but
also the good faith of the parties’ conduct and their orientation toward a genuine
result [3]. E. Min demonstrates that in contemporary conflicts negotiations occur
more frequently, yet much less often lead directly to the termination of war, and
may instead become part of wartime strategy [4]. V. Sticher, in turn, shows that
ceasefire violations are often driven by deliberate strategic calculations rather than
by accidental communication failures [5]. Accordingly, an international legal
analysis of negotiations during armed conflict must take into account not only the
text of the agreements reached but also their functional relationship with ongoing
military operations.

Russian practice indicates that negotiations are often used not as the
conclusion of a settlement, but as an instrument of conflict management. A
revealing example is the war against the Chechen Republic of Ichkeria. The
Khasavyurt accords of 1996 ended the hostilities, but deferred the resolution of the
foundations of relations between the Russian Federation and the Chechen
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Republic until 31 December 2001 [6]. This did not resolve the dispute on the merits;
it merely postponed it, while leaving open the key issues of status, security, and
guarantees. The resumption of war in 1999 demonstrated that negotiations
functioned less as a basis for lasting peace than as a pause between two phases of
the same conflict.

A similar logic emerged after the Russo-Georgian war of 2008. Despite the
conclusion of the ceasefire agreement of 12 August 2008 and the Implementing
Measures of 8 September 2008, the European Union subsequently and repeatedly
stressed the need for the Russian Federation to fully comply with those
arrangements [7]. Thus, the very fact that these agreements were signed neither
restored the previous legal situation nor removed the consequences of aggression.
The negotiation framework remained in place, but gradually turned into a
mechanism for managing a status quo established by force. In the Georgian case,
negotiations enabled Moscow to convert rapid military gains into longer-term
political influence without abandoning its instruments of pressure or returning to
respect for Georgia’s territorial integrity.

The instrumental nature of the Russian negotiating approach became most
evident in the war against Ukraine. The Minsk agreements of 2014-2015 were
intended to end hostilities and to establish a political and legal framework for
resolving the conflict in Donbas [8]. Importantly, Russia used negotiations not as an
alternative to force, but as its continuation by other means: military pressure was
first created, and only then was a political formula proposed that was meant to
entrench the consequences of that pressure in Moscow’s favor. Such a model
made the negotiation process dependent on the battlefield situation and deprived it
of neutrality.

After the beginning of the full-scale aggression in 2022, this logic did not
disappear; on the contrary, it became even more visible. On 14 June 2024, the
president of the aggressor state publicly linked a cessation of hostilities to the prior
withdrawal of Ukrainian forces from the Donetsk, Luhansk, Zaporizhzhia, and
Kherson regions and to Ukraine’s commitment to renounce NATO membership [9].
In other words, negotiations were presented not as a search for compromise, but as
a mechanism for securing Ukraine’s acceptance of maximalist demands formulated
under wartime pressure. In 2025, ECFR analysts observed that the Istanbul
meetings reflected Russia’s limited interest in ending the war on any terms other
than its own, since Moscow proceeded from the assumption that time was on its
side [10]. A similar conclusion was offered by Chatham House: Russia’s strategy is
to move slowly, preserve the negotiation process, and use it as a means of
advancing toward military victory rather than as a path to a mutually acceptable
peace [11].

Thus, negotiations as a peaceful means of settling international disputes do not
in themselves guarantee peace and do not automatically attest to the parties’ good
faith. Their legitimacy in international law is tied to the principle of good faith, to a
genuine orientation toward settlement, and to an authentic intention to end the
conflict. An analysis of Russian practice in the wars against the Chechen Republic
of Ichkeria, Georgia, and Ukraine provides grounds for speaking of a persistent use
of the negotiation process as an instrument for prolonging war. Within this model,
military pressure and negotiations operate in tandem: escalation produces a
favorable position, while the diplomatic track consolidates an intermediate result
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and creates conditions for further pressure.

In light of this, any international legal assessment of negotiation initiatives
involving the Russian Federation must be based not only on a declared willingness
to engage in dialogue, but also on the content of the demands advanced, conduct
on the battlefield, compliance with prior commitments, the existence of monitoring
mechanisms, and guarantees of implementation. For Ukraine and its partners, this
means that negotiations unsupported by clear legal guarantees, control
mechanisms, and responsibility for violations may become not a path to peace, but
merely a pause before renewed escalation.
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POJIb MDKHAPOOHWNX OPIAHI3AUIN Y 3ABE3NEYEHHI MMOBAJBbHOI
BE3MNEKHU

Y cydacHux ymoBax TpaHcdopmalil MiKHapOAHUX BIAHOCWUH npobnema
3abesneveHHs rnobanbHoOi ©e3nekn HabyBae 0cCo6GnMBOI  aKkTyanbHOCTI Ta
CKNagHOCTi. 3pOCTaHHS KiNbKOCTI AK TpaguuinHUX, TaK i HOBITHIX 3arpo3 3yMOBIIOE
HeoOXiAHICTb (POPMYBaHHA edEeKTUBHUX MEXaHi3MiB MigTPUMaHHS MiKHaApPOLHOro
MUPY Ta CcTabinbHOCTI. Y TakMx ymMoBax [AepXaBu gepasni MeHWe CrpOMOXHi
camMoCTiMHO 3abes3nedvyBaTu BnacHy 6e3neky, WO 3YMOBSIOE 3POCTAHHA pPOni
MiKHapoAHoro cniBpobiTHMUTBA Ta IHCTUTYUIMHUX opM  1MOro peanisadil.
Ocobnunee wmicue y cuctemi 3abesnedeHHs rnobanbHolI 6Gesneku 3anmaroTb
Mi>KHapoAHi opraHizauii. Came 4epes3 [iaAnNbHICTb Taknx cyb’ekTiB hopmMyeTbcA
cucTema KornekTUBHOI besneku.

MixxHapogHi opraHizauil y cydacHOMY MiKHaApOAHOMY npaBi BUCTYNaKwTb
IHCTUTYUIMHMMK  ¢popMamK cniBpoBITHULTBA OepXaB, SKi CTBOPEHi Ha nigcTasi
MDKHaPOAHUX OOroBOpPIB ANS AOCATHEHHSA CMiNIbHUX Linen Ta peanisadil y3rogxKeHux
iHTepeciB. BoHW HagineHi neBHO MiXKHApPOAHOK NPaBOCYO EKTHICTIO, LLO A03BOSISE
M BUCTYynaTtnm caMoCTiIMHUMWN yYaCHUKaMW MiXKHapOLHUX NPaBOBIAHOCUH, yKnagatu
AoroBopu, npunmMatn oboB’sa3koBi abo pekomMeHAauiviHi pilleHHsT Ta 34iINCHIBAaTH
KOHTPOJSIb 3a iX BUKOHaHHAM [1, c. 21].

[MpaBoBe perynioBaHHA [OiANbHOCTI MDKHapOOHWX oOpradisauin y cdepi
0e3nekn Tr'PYHTYETbCSA Ha CUCTEMI MIKHApOAHO-NPaBOBUX akTiB, cepen SKUX
LueHTpanbHe Micue 3armae Ctatyt OOH. Came uen OOKYMEHT 3aKpinmtoe OCHOBHI
NPUHUMIM NigTPUMaHHA MikHapogHoro mupy i 6esneku. lNopsg 3i CtaTtyTowm,
BaXNMBY poOSib BigirpatoTb MiKHApOOHI KOHBEHLiI Ta [OroBopwu, CNpsiMOBaHi Ha
obMexeHHA 036poeHb, OOpoTbOy 3 TEepopU3MOM, HEPO3NOBCHOMXKEHHS 306pOoi
MaCOBOr0 3HULLEHHSA Ta 3abe3nevYeHHs ryMaHiTapHOro 3axucTy nig Yac KOHMIKTIB.

Y Mexax cy4acHol CUCTeMU MiXHapOOHOI Be3nekn OianbHICTb MbKHapOLHMUX
opraHizauin peanisyetbCa 4Yepe3 KOMMIEKC B3aEMOMNOB’A3aHUX MeXaHi3MiB, SKi
YMOBHO MOXHa MO4IINTU Ha MpaBoOBi, IHCTUTYUINHI Ta onepatusHi. [lpaBoBi
MEeXaHi3M1 BM3Ha4aloTb HOpMaTUBHI 3acagun 3abesneyeHHss 6e3nekun, iIHCTUTYUINHI —
JopMylOTb OpraHi3auiHy CTPYKTYypy Ta npouenypu NpUAHATTA pileHb, Todi SK
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